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Summary of the ICOM-ASPAC KYUSHU, JAPAN 2018

Dates Held: Saturday 1st Dec - Sunday 2nd Dec, 2018
Venue: Kyushu National Museum (Dazaifu City, Fukuoka)
Theme: “Cultural Heritage for Sustainable Future — Natural Disasters and Museums”

ICOM-ASPAC (International Council of Museums Asia-Pacific Alliance) founded in 1967
is one of six ICOM regional organizations. The Asia-Pacific branch of ICOM provides a forum
to encourage the exchange of information and discourse among its 25 participating National
Committees.

In recent years, ICOM-ASPAC has hosted symposiums at its annual meetings to accom-
modate a larger number of participants from the host country. This year, the ICOM-ASPAC Ja-
pan Conference 2018 held in the Kyushu National Museum saw as many as 200 participants
over the 2 day duration.

The experts invited to this conference from each country presented research outcomes
and engaged in discussions on the pivotal role of museums in protecting cultural assets from
natural disasters as the primary theme, culminating in adopting the motion called “The Dazaifu

Declaration.”
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Organizers and ICOM board members ASPAC committee members (at the Kyushu National Museum entrance)

in attendance at the opening ceremony
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ASPAC committee members at the entrance hall Members observing the backyard
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Commencing the opening day of the conference, welcome speeches were given by representa-
tive organizers Kidong Bae (Chairperson of ICOM-ASPAC, Director-General of National Museum of
Korea) and Hiroyuki Shimatani (Chairperson of ICOM-ASPAC JAPAN 2018 Organizing Committee,
Executive Director of Kyushu National Museum).

Committee Chairperson Mr. Bae expressed his gratitude for the efforts made by everyone in-
volved in arranging this plenary session. He continued his address by requesting that participants en-
gage in lively debate, given this wonderful opportunity to exchange information and knowledge on
the topic of “Natural Disasters and Museums.”

Next, Committee Chairperson Mr. Shimatani discussed this conference as being one of the pre-
events leading to the ICOM KYOTO General Conference in September 2019. In his address, he ex-
pressed his intentions to make the utmost effort as host to actualize significant results from this ses-

sion in order to tie them into discussions at next year’s 2019 ICOM KYOTO General Conference.
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Organizer Speech from Committee Chairperson Mr. Bae Organizer Speech from Committee Chairperson Mr. Shimatani
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Guest Greetings
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Guest speech from President of ICOM Ms. Aksoy Guest speech from Minister of the Environment Mr. Harada
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Speeches were delivered by five guests in attendance at the conference.
President of ICOM Suay Aksoy’s address raised the merits of using this session to share experi-

ence between fellow museums for the advancement of safeguarding our cultural heritage, deepening

the ties of mutual cooperation and also making effective use of everyone’s collective expertise at the

2019 ICOM KYOTO General Conference.

Following this, Minister of the Environment Yoshiaki Harada addressed the serious damage to

cultural assets everywhere incurred by abnormal weather due to worsening climate change in recent
years. He discussed going to great lengths to take steps against global warming on both a national

and global scale, in order to also protect these assets.
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Guest Speeches
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Hiroyuki Toyoki (Councillor on Cultural Properties, Agency for Cultural Affairs) defined the mis-
sion of museums as preventing natural or man-made disasters to cultural assets and expressed the
hope of preserving these precious cultural assets for the future as the legacy of this conference.

Vice Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture Akie Omagari described the meeting as a valuable oppor-
tunity to study various approaches on protecting cultural heritage from disaster, both inside and out-
side the country. She also encouraged using the new found knowledge for the benefit of managing
museums in the future.

Member of House of Representatives Teru Fukui gave a presentation on the implementation of
high-school summits as an example of practical approaches to “World Tsunami Awareness Day.” He
raised the need for conducting activities to further increase awareness of the threat of tsunamis with
the aim of preventing/reducing damage of disasters.
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Guest speech from Councillor on Cultural Properties, Guest speech from Vice Governor Ms. Omagari
Agency for Cultural Affairs Mr. Toyoki
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Presentation from Member of House of Representatives Mr. Fukui
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“Disaster Prevention for Cultural Properties in Japan” “Disaster Risk Management of Korea’s Cultural Heritage”
Hiroyuki Toyoki Jong-Deok Choi
Councillor on Cultural Properties, Agency for Cultural Affairs Director General of the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage
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Following the guest speeches, Hiroyuki Toyoki (Councillor on Cultural Properties, Agency for
Cultural Affairs) and Jong-Deok Choi (Director General of the National Research Institute of Cultural
Heritage) delivered a keynote speech.

Councillor on Cultural Properties Mr. Toyoki delivered an address concerning policies in Japan
pertaining to the prevention of damage to cultural heritage alongside examples of post-disaster resto-
ration.

In addition to physical measures for disaster damage prevention, he also explained the impor-
tance of establishing comprehensive, practical conservation plans for cultural assets belonging to a
region as well as cooperation networks and restorative projects in the event of an emergency.

Director General Mr. Choi then talked about the legislation and policy measures for budgetary
steps as they relate to cultural heritage disaster prevention in Korea over these past few years.

He went on to advocate the need to continue active research into disaster damage prevention
and construct better measures in emergencies in order to ensure the preservation and succession of
cultural assets for future generations.
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World Tsunami Museum Conference WTMC Results Report
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The speakers on stage presented their collective findings and general discussions regarding the

W World Tsunami Museum Conference 2018, held on Nov 30th at the Tokyo National Museum Audito-

rium.

Examples of records and what it means to retain recollections of natural disasters including tsu-
namis and earthquakes in each nation were then presented after the conference report.

Throughout these general discussions, the speakers confirmed the importance of sharing exper-
tise on disaster damage prevention in the form of networking while indicating how the World Tsunami
Museum Conference activities would tie into similar arguments at the 2019 ICOM KYOTO General
Conference or other international sessions for disaster damage prevention.
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<General speakers: from left to right>

Yuichi Ono (Professor of Tohoku University), Yuki Matsuoka (Head of United Nations Office for Disas-
ter Risk Reduction (UNISDR) Office in Japan), Hiroyoshi Nishi (Director Emeritus at Inamura-no-Hi no
Yakata), Hafnidar (Head of Tsunami Museum and Head of Historical Section of Aceh Culture and Tour-
ism Department), Zhengbi Feng (Director of the 5.12 Wenchuan Earthquake Memorial Museum Man-
agement Center), interpreter, Ricardo Toro Tassara (National Director of ONEMI)
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Day 1 Closing Ceremony
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The first day closed with an address from Jo-
hei Sasaki (President of the ICOM KYOTO 2019

Organizing Committee, Executive Director of Kyoto National Museum), who said protecting muse-
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ums from disasters and crime is a matter of vital importance for ICOM. He hopes the results achieved

at this conference can be incorporated into debates at the ICOM General Conference in Kyoto.
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Day 2 Opening Ceremony
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Day 2 opened with a speech from Laishun
An (Vice President of ICOM) where he expressed
delight that new insights and research findings gleaned from today’s conference can enable further
discussions about the role museums should play in safe-guarding and restoring our cultural heritage

and natural assets.
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ICOM-ASPAC and ICOM KYOTO 2019 General Briefing
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Yuji Kurihara (Vice Chair of ICOM-
ASPAC, Executive Vice Director of Kyoto
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National Museum) began with an overview of ICOM-ASPAC and its achievements, then explained
ICOM KYOTO and its current state of preparation. He also called for proactive participation in the

ICOM General Conference.
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ICOM-DRMC Activity Report
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Samuel Franco Arce (Chairperson of ICOM-LAC) presented a report on
ICOM-DRMC'’s activities.

He then discussed examples of constructing regional networks and culti-
vating human resources in addition to the conservation work for museums and

cultural heritage that were previously damaged by natural disasters or military

conflicts.
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SZEOREELS., FNhEFNNIXTY, IN—Ib, T—2 B3 LEHMREEDOEIRPRE S
TEBCEMEI» RA-THRENCETIRRI EINE L -

HRD%. wHAFKE ICOMOS-ICORP £E (IMEEXFHIR) L. MERKROBIEIEIND
EEBHIT, WEEERKICET 2 EREBOIREEr BN ahE L,

Next, three speakers gave presentations on the current state of conservation efforts and chal-
lenges at cultural centres alongside the roles of government and national museums, in Vanuatu, Ne-

pal and Bhutan,respectively.

Following these presentations, Kanefusa Masuda (committee member of ICOMOS-ICORP &
professor at Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto) summarized his research publication and introduced
the motion for an international organization to aid in protecting cultural heritage from disasters.
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“Cultural Heritage and Disaster Risk Reduction”
Richard Japuneyo Shing
Director, of the Vanuatu Cultural Centre
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“The Situation of Museum and Conservation Practice in the Kingdom of Bhutan”
Yuriko lwata
Former Deputy Director at Buddhist Art and Cultural Conservation Center
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“Stolen Heritages of Nepal”
Prem Singh Basnyat
Chairman, Nepal Museum Association
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Research Presentation Overview
Kanefusa Masuda
Member of ICOMOS-ICORP, Professor of Ritsumeikan University
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Continuing from Research Presentation I, five researchers discussed their findings on the history
of earthquake disasters and reconstruction, with examples of earthquake-resistant measures for mu-
seums that took advantage of recent earthquakes to gauge success. They also presented examples
and methods of state rescue activities for cultural heritage that was damaged during an incident.
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“Earthquake disasters and response of museums - Recent case studies of National

“Natural Hazard Response Manual and Current
Museum of Taiwan History and National Museum of Japanese History”

Status of Affairs of Korean National Museums”
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Masaru Nishitani Yihong Chen Younggoog Park
Vice Director of the National Museum of Japanese History  Associate Curator of National Museum of Taiwan History Director of the National Hangeul Museum
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“Efforts of the National Task Force for the Cultural Heritage “Current state of cultural property rescue operation in Japan”
Disaster Risk Mitigation Network in Japan” B5E OFR
MA@ ZERVALBIRRAIEE LB > 2 — K
ENL LB LRI % v h T — JHEEER Yohsei Kohdzuma
Ken Okada Director, Center for Archaeological Operations, Nara Na-
Head, Secretariat Office of the National Task Force for the tional Research Institute for Cultural Properties

Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Mitigation Network
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Following the research presentation, a general forum took place between the Research Presen-
tation Il speakers as panelists with Yoshihide Koizumi (Head of Curatorial Board, Kyushu National
Museum) acting as a moderator.

The discussion was interspersed with examples of how each nation should initiate and maintain
the safeguarding of cultural assets during a disaster and the issues that museums should address in
response to preventing/reducing damage of disasters under ordinary circumstances.

Summing up, in order for museums to succeed in passing down our cultural heritage to future
generations, the general consensus expressed the importance of museums uniting so as to coordi-
nate and collaborate in an international and wide reaching framework.
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Yuji Kurihara (Vice Chair of ICOM-
ASPAC, Executive Vice Director of Kyoto

National Museum) returned to the stage to
give a comprehensive report on the two day

conference and expressed his hope that ICOM as a whole would engage with discussions on disas-

ter prevention to cultural heritage on a global level from here on and develop this discourse further at
ICOMKYOTO 2019.
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Dazaifu Declaration
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Kidong Bae (Chairperson of ICOM-
ASPAC, Director-General of National Mu-

seum of Korea) then announced the motion
for the “Dazaifu Declaration” and its adop-

tion.
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Marking the close of this conference, Masami Zeniya (President, Japanese Association of Mu-
seums, Executive Director of Tokyo National Museum) expressed that ICOM KYOTO 2019 would be
vital as a kickoff point for cultural and sports festivals, including the Tokyo Olympics and Paralym-
pics. He also raised the need for ongoing efforts from all the organizations concerned.

Mr. Zeniya ended his address by thanking all the participants and staff involved and closed out
the two day conference.
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On Day 3, the ASPAC committee members and speakers were invited to deepen their under-
standing of traditional Japanese culture on a tour of Munakata Taisha, a collection of Shinto shrines
listed as a World Heritage Site in 2017, and to Ashiyagama no Sato where the artisans reproduce
and maintain the ancient art of metal casting on view to the public.

The sights at Munakata Taisha included Shinto shrines and the Shinpokan Museum that houses
a large number of cultural treasures and artifacts.

At Ashiyagama no Sato, the tour began in the Information Center with an explanation of Ashiya-
gama’s history and manufacturing techniques. After observing iron kettles being made in the work-
shop, there was the opportunity to take part in a tea ceremony in one of the teahouses.

NGERMMERERNCT
In front of the Shinpokan Museum at Munakata Taisha
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Talk on Munakata Taisha given by a Shinto priest Viewing the main shrine at Munakata Taisha
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Introductory talk at the Ashiyagama no Sato Information Center Observing the Ashiyagama no Sato workshop ' ‘ : S
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Experiencing a tea ceremony at Ashiyagama no Sato A view from the teahouse at Ashiyagama no Sato showing the garden
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DAZAIFU DECLARATION

2 December, 2018

Kyusyu National Museum, JAPAN
Preamble:

Realizing that the climate is changing due to human activities, causing detrimental effect on
natural and cultural heritage, tangible and intangible, worldwide;

Affirming the Principles of ICOM Code of Ethics, emphasizing the roles of museums in protec-
tion against disasters;

Reaffirming 2015 UNESCO Recommendation Concerning the Protection and Promotion of
Museums and its Collection, their Diversity and their Role in Society;

Acknowledging promotion of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its sustainable
development goals;

The participants of Annual Meeting of ICOM-ASPAC, held in Dazaifu at Kyushu National Mu-
seum, Fukuoka, Japan from 1st to 2nd December 2018, declare as follows:

1. The protection of cultural heritage from the natural and man-made disasters, including tsu-
nami, earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions and fire, is one of the major concerns in Asia-
Pacific regions. In this regards, museums can play active roles to safeguard the collections
and heritage in general from the disasters and to provide necessary measures for prevention,
intervention, and sustainable management for the future. Furthermore, museums offer cultural
safe-haven and mitigation for the affected society.

2. To preserve the tangible and intangible heritage from the natural and man-made disasters,
museums encourage to utilize appropriate traditional methods, technical innovations and to
take interdisciplinary approaches for preventive measures. Moreover, museums take active
steps sharing knowledge through collaboration and cooperation of all concerned parties from
the previous experiences.

3. To ensure the effective prevention and intervention in case of the natural and man-made
disasters, museums take proactive steps to educate professionals and society alike. Museums
provide capacity building opportunities to equip staff for appropriate skills and techniques.
Furthermore, museums reach out to relevant communities to raise the awareness for disaster
risk reduction and to rebuild the sustainable future.

4. The museums of ICOM-ASPAC reinforce its networks to promote sharing expertise and
best practices on the disaster risk managements in local, national, regional and international
levels. The ICOM-ASPAC plans to further the discussion and bring attention at the General
Assembly of the ICOM-ASPAC Kyoto 2019.
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